2
In December 2019 a new form of pneumonia was observed in the Chinese province 15 of Hubei.
[1] The severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) 16 was subsequently identified as responsible of this condition, defined coronavirus 17 disease Isolation of those affected and the use of personal protective equipment (PPE) are 31 the mainstay to block transmission of this pathogen, which is presumed through 32 respiratory droplets. A 14 days quarantine is applied to subjects coming from 33 endemic areas or who had contact with confirmed cases. It is assumed that, if in this 34 period the subject does not develop any sign or symptoms compatible with COVID-35 3 19, he is not infected and thus the quarantine can be removed, and the subject 36 returned to the community. Domiciliary quarantine of 14 days since a positive test is 37 applied also for patients with a diagnosed mild disease who did not need medical 38 support.
39
These rules are effective in controlling infections in the community, but several 40 doubts arise when it is necessary to transpose them in the hospital setting. Hospitals 41 are indeed a delicate place in epidemics: they collect fragile persons who can be 
